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Some couples recite their wedding vows to the
strains of the Atlanta Jewish Male Choir

By FRAN NACHMAN PUTNEY
The Jewih Times

hen Karyn Feinberg

walked down the aisle on

her wedding day last No-

vember, the accompanying

music was not the Wagner
processional march. Rather, Feinberg enterad
the beautiful old Biltmore Horel ballroom o the
sourxds of a choir singing Louis Lewandowski's
“Hallelujah.”

The 16-member Atlanta Jewish Male Cheir,
standing unobrrusively in a nearby balcony area,
accompanied only by a pianist, harmonized tra-
dirional Jewish wedding music and blessings ar
various parts of the wedding service — such as
when the bride circled the groom and before the
groom broke the glass,

“lrwas beauriful,” says Feinberg, a 31-year-
old North Adlanta residential real est
“Everybody though it was incredible

Theugh most Americans are unfamiliar with
a choirs participarion during a Jewish wedding
ceremony, for Feinberg, whose family is of
South African h , it was a naural.

Admittedly, it was her mom who originally
praposed it. However, 1 loved the id
tl . “love anything to do with singing
mything rodo with South Africa. Be-
sides, it's nice to bring your heritage with you,
especially in awedding.”

Wedding coordinator Rene Cobb, who di-
rected the Feinberg weddin were all
married like that in South Africa, “There, every
synagopue has a choir. You just don’t get married

without a choir.”
The Ardanta Jewish Male Choir was founded
by South African expatriate Meyer Janer, 54,
who sang mast of his life in choirs in Johannes-
burg and Cape Town before moving to the
states with his family in 1994. Janet, along with
his wife Carol, owns a design firm, Disign Plus,
He formed the choir about dhree y

s agoin of-
der to preserve Jewish choral repertoire of all
types, which, he says, has all bur “disappeared.”
The choir gained full momentum when fel-
low South African Barry Herman, the group's

music director, moved to the United States in
2002. Ar 39, Herman has been singing in choirs
since hewas 9 years old. He has studied and
sung under renowned choir direcions such as
Gus Levy and Jos Stern of the famed Sydenham
Highlands MNosth Cheir in Johannesburg, Hes
been directing choirs himself for nearly a decade.
When he’s not behind a music stand, Herman
works in the retail lighting industry.

Janet and Herman reeruited other South
n Atlantans, many of whom were already
viliar with the music, 1o join the dhoir. Bur

fa
more than half the men are not South Africans
. All, they
say, are men who love choral music and just en-
joy singing.

And under Herman's direction, they have
waorked hard to learn very difficult repertoire.
i t Con-
gregation By alyin Sandy Springs, and it
has dlready performed major benefit concerts —
the last rwo ar Ahavath Achim. According ro
Herman, so far the choir has raised more than
£100,000 for charities in lsradl.

and did not know the musical |

For more than a year, the
choir has also performed a Fri-
day evening Shabbax service ar

ac
Al
performing ac wedding cere-
monics about 2 year and a half
ago at the request of fellow
South Africans who yearned
for some of the
tams they grew up
believes thar the beaur
choral music ranscends
vionalities, He insists it isnit
only “a South African thing.”
We are contributing te the
life-long memories of these
couples,” says Janet because the
music helps “memorialize” the
wedding day.
Feinbergs husband Mark,
30, acommercial real estate de<
velaper who hails from Long
Iskand, N.Y,, was completely
ar with the choral mu-
sic, but he

AF Cus-
h, Janet
|

b and his fam-

illy “thought it was beautiful.

“J was a nice touch,” he
says, “It was definitely some-
thing thar's a memorable part
of the wedding,”

The choir sang at its first
wedding in August 2003 for
Michelle Meyers, the daughier
of South African native
Yvonne Hill,

“It was very maoving and
touching for us,” Hill says, o
hear the raditional tnes thar

she herself had heard when she
had walked down the ais!
young bride in South

In this case, even the groom,
Gavin Meyers, and his family,
were also from South Africa.
I fact, his parents had flown
in for the wedding, which, said
Hill, made it even more special
10 have the choir sranding near
the chigpal facing the guests
singing the songs and bless-
ings.

More recently, the choir

sangat the Octeber nuptials of
Lindy Miller, a 26-year-old

consultant with Dieloit
“Toviche, and Jonath:

and

32, adocroral candi

Jewish ethics at the University

af Toronio. Miller and her
family are of South African ex-
traction — the family has been
in the United States for some
28 years now — but Crane
and his family are from Seardle.

Bringing the choir in as part
of their wedding day was, says
Miller, a way 1o share her fami-
Iy's South Af heritage with
het husband's family.

Though the couple now
lives in Toronto, their ceremo-
ny wats held outdoors in a
sunken garden at the / o)
home of Millers aunt and un-
cle, Barbara and Peter Cohen,
The chair stoad above the
wedding party and guests and
sang with no nstrumental ac-
companiment.

Everyone was “washed over
by their sound,” says Miller.
“The choir gave a beauriful,
encrgetic ammosphere o the
‘eople were really in

Miller’s favorise part was
when, at the end of the cere-
mony, Herman came under
the chuppah with the bride
and groont 1o sing the e
Erachet, or seven blessings.

“It was very powerful,” she
sy

For his part, Herman, who
siys he sang at thousands of
weddings over the y
South Africa, finds the experi-
ence “uplil "

*“l can sa
jayed sing

$in

p at weddings.
iveryone is happy and has a
smile an their fice,” says Her-
i, “We live with lots of
things bringing us down in the
world = this is something
that's so I“l\\li\i-"
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